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Our Mission is to promote the spiritual, moral and physical  
well-being of Seafarers and their families world-wide. 



Snapshot of Services 2025 2024 
Seafarers transported 1,070 1,938 

Seafarer visitors to the Centre 128 223 

Ocean-going ships visited/serviced 120 147 

Christmas Gift Bags (ships) 468 (26) 434 (22) 

Volunteers 39 31 

Note: Christmas Gift Bag volunteers were included in the count 

Goals 
Direct Ministry 

 Provide ministry to seafarers and port personnel who request our services. 
 Visit seafarers aboard ocean-going ships in the Port of Thunder Bay. 
 Transport seafarers to shopping, the Seafarers’ Center and upon request to 

worship or for a tour of city. 
 Operate the Seafarers’ Centre as a welcoming place where seafarers are 

provided with an opportunity to connect with volunteers and relax.  
Seafarers are offered free of charge: 

o communications facilities to contact their family; 
o Bibles in various languages; and 
o warm clothing. 

 Deliver Christmas Gift Bags to crew on ocean-going ships in December. 
 Offer an annual Blessing of the Fleet service for local mariners. 

Providing Resources to Minister to Seafarers 

 Educate the community about seafarers and enhance the profile of the 
Mission in the community. 

 Attract, train and retain volunteers. 
 Fund raise to operate the local station and provide for capital  

improvements. 
 Work with Mission to Seafarers: Canada (MTSC) and the North American 

Ministry Association (NAMMA) in order to share practises and information 
so that the Thunder Bay station maintains standards of ministry consistent 
with other MTS stations. 



Acting Treasurer’s Report 
Income was $82,762.04, which was higher due to fund-raising for the skirting 
project. 

Expenses were $99,969.14, which included the skirting project.  With the van,  
2 Ɵres were replaced and the radio was replaced with a radio that has blue 
tooth, enabling hands free use of a cell phone, and the children’s car seat 
expired and was replaced.

 
We are looking for a Treasurer. Thank you to Jyl Barclay, Margaret Capon, and 
Sharon Attwood, who ensured that the petty cash bookkeeping was done, bills 
were paid and donation receipts were issued. 

We thank you for your past support and pray for your continued support.  
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Expense 2025 $47,522
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Staff

Seafarers Centre

Skirting Project

Van

Aid to Seafarers

Community Building

General Admin

Board of Directors 2025/2026 
Chair Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer (non-voting) 
Pastor  Matthew Diegel vacant Anne Zuliani vacant 

Directors 
The Reverend Ann Camber Barbara Brayshaw Fontaine Jean Paul Mercier 
Janet Pike Don Wright Irene Wyrozub  
Susan Zirnsak-Pike 

Chaplain (non-voting) Ex-officio 
The Reverend Canon Ed Swayze The Venerable Dr. Deborah Kraft 



Chair of the Board Report 
Once again in 2025 our chaplain and volunteers reached out in ministry to 
seafarers from throughout the world. Thank you to all who made this possible, 
including Canon Ed, those helping out in so many different ways, and our 
financial and in-kind supporters. A special thank you to those looking after the 
Christmas Bags, for stepping in and creating enough extra bags to meet our 
record distribution.  

Our large successful capital project was the completion of the leveling and  
re-skirting of the Centre. This work gives us renewed confidence in our building. 
Follow-up projects are necessary for renewing the appearance of the Centre, 
accessibility, and attention to our shed. Please help us you are able. 

In addition to being Chair, last year I trained to be a Ship Visitor. This new 
volunteer area has further introduced me to our varied ministries and has 
reinforced for me the important welcome and support that we provide to 
seafarers.  

I was able to attend the MTSC Annual Meeting by Zoom. A new MTSC Regional 
Director and MTS Secretary General came on board last year.  

To strengthen and expand our ministry, we need to continue to prioritize 
volunteer recruitment, financial management/fundraising, communications, 
the workload of our Chaplain, and visioning. 

Pastor Matthew Diegel 
Chair, Board of Directors 

Chaplain Report 
2025 was our second busiest year since 2000, with 2024 as our busiest.  
The port set a record for the number of ocean-gong ships in Port in December. 

A major effort was the skirƟng project. To support it, I sent out a mailing and we 
were able to raise about $10,000 for the skirƟng project. A benefit of doing this 
is that our mailing list was updated. 

In order to keep our pool of volunteers healthy we are looking for 3 new 
Driver/Watch Keepers each year. In 2025, we did not recruit any Driver/Watch 
Keepers and no one reƟred. 

I would like to thank everyone who has supported the work of the Mission in 
2025. Thank you for your prayers, your financial support, and your Ɵme. 

The Rev’d Canon Ed Swayze 
Chaplain 


